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Some apology is necessary for beginning a book of this description with a dissertation on the Geography of Arabia, 
and the tenets of one of the most widely-spread religions of the world ; for the elements of both might well be 
supposed to be common knowledge. It is my experience, however, that this is not always the case, and since a general 
comprehension of these matters is essential to any interest the experiences to be related may have, I am devoting some 
space to their consideration for the benefit of such of my readers as have not found time to study Oriental subjects.Our 
ignorance concerning Arabia may be attributed .to the scarcity of literature on the subject-more especially t of English 
literature. /Nor is this scarcity surprising, when we come to consider the character of the country and its people. 
Though the peninsula has an area of about a million and a half square miles, that is to say, though it is larger than India 
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About the AuthorArthur John Byng Wavell (1882-1916) was both a soldier and explorer. Commissioned in the Welsh 
Regiment in 1900, he saw service in the South African War before he was nineteen, and went on to carry out military 
intelligence work after peace was restored. He left the army in 1906 and bought a farm near Mombasa, where he 
learned Arabic and became interested in Islam. From this came his desire to explore Arabia. He was killed fighting 
heroically in East Africa in 1916. 


