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Dervla Murphy : A Month by the Sea: Encounters in Gaza  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised A Month by the Sea: Encounters in Gaza: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Dervla Murphy succeeds in getting beyond the wallBy Maria DiaA 
Month by the Sea is a combination of political history and a detailed personal journey inside the prison that Gaza has 
been turned into. It is well-written but not literary-for me, it was a page-turner, like the opportunity to spend a long 
evening with an honest and knowledgeable friend I admire, hearing exactly what her trip was like. I always want to 
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know when people travel what they found out that they did not know before, or could not have learned from reading. 
Dervla Murphy fulfills that with depth and passion. I hope many people will read this and share her encounters with 
the people who must live with the full reality in Gaza.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. the best 
overview of the situation in Gaza - a humanist's historyBy gregA wonderful book and a look at the situation in the 
Gaza Strip, not from the political perspective, but from the people on the ground. A great companion book to Joe 
Sacco's work and a must for anyone interested in or going to Gaza.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. 
Another great book from MurphyBy AlexInformative, with Murphy's characteristic evocative descriptions. Her 
compelling witness of the huge injustices in Gaza makes you feel like you're there yourself. Highly recommended.

Over the summer of 2011, Dervla Murphy spent a month in the Gaza Strip. She met liberals and Islamists, Hamas and 
Fatah supporters, rich and poor. Through reported conversations, she creates a vivid picture of life in this coastal 
fragment of self-governing Palestine. Bombed and cut-off from normal contact with the rest of the world, life in Gaza 
is beset with structural, medical and mental health problems, yet it is also bursting with political engagement and 
underwritten by an intense enjoyment of family life.

From BooklistTypically, the ruined landscapes and epic tragedies in Murphys latest nonfiction account are reserved 
for postapocalyptic novels. But in Palestines infamous Gaza Strip, Irelands beloved octogenarian travel writer exposes 
harsh truths that are often stranger than fiction. Using a combination of history and her personal experiences, Murphy 
uncovers the intricate social and political realities of the Gazan people that are often glossed over by headlines. On a 
series of day-trips that range from the quietly tragic to the abjectly horrifying, she visits extended families living in 
squalor, sheltering in and around their bombed-out homes and desperately trying to keep a few olive trees alive as a 
symbol of hope. As children starve, rich patrons at a fine restaurant nearby use precious lemons to clean their hands 
between courses, and every desk at an oil-funded school needlessly bears its own electric pencil sharpener. Although 
Murphys occasional lead-thick, date-heavy lectures on history arent the best introduction to Palestine, the light she 
sheds on one of the worlds greatest humanitarian crises is as moving as it is invaluable. --Adam Morgan The light she 
sheds on one of the world's greatest humanitarian crises is as moving as it is invaluable. --Booklist 


