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Nick Jans: A Place Beyond: Finding Homein Arctic Alaska before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised A Place Beyond: Finding Home in Arctic Alaska:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. One hell of agood book. A book like thisis something that ...By
Curt SeefeldtOne hell of agood book. A book like thisis something that is sorely needed asit tells the truth about the
mess and stupidity that politicians are capable of. That, and the idiocy of past missionaries way of dealing with native
beliefs. If you think about it.,,the government back in the time the "west" was being explored used missionaries as a
means of control and subjugation of many indian tribes, if not all of them.O of O people found the following review


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0882404776

helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerThis is an exceptional story.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. If you
love AKBY Robert G. Kennedy!| read whatever Nick Jans writes about Alaska or the outdoors, for magazines and his
books. Thisisagreat read which | did not put down until finished. Now my son has my copy.

This powerful book blends the rhythms of daily arctic life with high adventure. ""Jansswriting is a pleasure, "" said
the ""Fairbanks Daily News-Miner.""

From BooklistJans could easily have got stuck in his subject matter--life in rural, mostly Native Alaskan Alaska. Or he
could have pretended that subject didn't matter and emphasized high-flown prose. He avoids both extremes in essays
that are finely written without being "fine writing" and that honor their subject without being overwhelmed by it. For
instance, in "Coming Home" he vividly assesses the changes he experiences each time he leaves for Outside (of
Alaska, that is): "Caribou to street signs, mukluks to three-piece suits, the stillness of the tundra giving way to the
rattle of jackhammers--the quick switch is sensory overload, like running through a crowd while looking through a
kaleidoscope." Returning, thereis the grandeur and beauty of the arctic. He whispers to the mountains, but "there is no
reply. | sit alone, staring north into the wind, waiting for the welcome that will never be offered, knowing that | haven't
been missed.” Like his Last Light Breaking (1993), this book promises to be a horthern classic. Patricia Monaghan
What has always impressed me about Jans writing is his modesty and ability to describe scenes aptly without
exaggerationJans can write about wolves and caribou and ice mostly engagingly, but heis at his best telling of himself
and hisfriends. --- Bill Hunt, We Alaskans



