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Richard C. Carpenter : A Railroad Atlas of the United States in 1946: Volume 2: New York New England 
(Creating the North American Landscape)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised A Railroad Atlas of the United States in 1946: Volume 2: New York New England (Creating 
the North American Landscape): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I Love itBy CustomerObviously targeted toward railroad geeks. A 
great reference book on railroading in 1946, before the post war railroad collapse. I have no idea why someone would 
create such a book, but I am very grateful. Combined with Volume I (The Mid-Atlantic), Volume II provides coverage 
of all the areas in which I am interested.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Russell 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0801880785


NelsonThe maps are just what you want from a railroad atlas, with insets for complicated areas.10 of 12 people found 
the following review helpful. A great deal of useful informationBy Eric H. BowenI must open by saying that the 
Railroad Atlas is in fact a comprehensive and valuable source of information; a "labor of love" in the strictest sense. If 
you have an interest in seeing how and where the various railroads ran and what stations and facilities were on them in 
the immediate post-war and pre-merger era, then this book is a must-have.However, the prospective purchaser should 
be aware that the maps which form the heart of this atlas are not the slick and professionally produced products that 
we have been spoiled with in the recent years of the information age. They are obviously hand-drawn, and to be honest 
they look like something done on a kitchen table with a box of felt-tip markers. The basic map information was traced--
carefully, but obviously by hand--from USGS topographic maps, and then the railroad information was added.I am not 
trying to put off any prospective purchaser, and in fact I intend to purchase the remainder of the series. However, I 
think that you should be aware of the quality of the presentation in advance. As long as you don't expect something 
that looks like it was turned out by the draftsmen at Rand McNally you should be fine.

Whistle-stop posts along a picturesque cycling trail. An abandoned roundhouse in a new industrial park. A piece of 
"Black Diamond" anthracite coal lying in the grass. These are silent witnesses to the golden age of American 
railroading, 1946, when the steam locomotive's sonorous whistle could be heard from Pennsylvania to Vermont, from 
New York to Chicago. The second installation of Richard C. Carpenter's highly acclaimed series covers an area criss-
crossed by some of the oldest railroad lines in America. This volume includes over 191 beautiful, hand-drawn maps of 
rail systems in New York, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Maine, New Hampshire, and Vermont. These 
masterpieces, accompanied by detailed sections on stations, track pans, tunnels, and viaducts, capture a time when rail 
was king in New England, before cars, trucks, and planes became dominant.

"This book, along with Volume 1..., belongs in the library of every serious rail historian." (Railfan and Railroad)"No 
detail that is too insignificant to be omitted... as long as it had something to do with railroading." (John P. Reilly, 
Editor Emeritus Sunday Hour)"Each map is carefully produced in exquisite detail... I give it the highest possible 
recommendation." (Peter E. Lynch NHRHTA Bulletin)"Carpenter has done an outstanding job showing the railroad 
world of 1946." (National Railway Bulletin)"An incredible wealth of information." (Gregory Curtis American 
Reference Books Annual)"A fine addition to any rail fan's library, perfect for a long winter evening." (Albert Churella 
Journal of Transport History)"An impressive accomplishment and will likely be well loved and well used by rail buffs 
and historians." (Gordon Kennedy Cartographic Perspectives)"Where railroads first began and proliferated... I have 
never seen such complete coverage of railroads in any single document." (Richard B Hasselman, Senior Vice President 
of Operations, CONRAIL (retired))About the AuthorRichard C. Carpenter is the retired executive director of the 
South Western Regional Planning Agency in Connecticut. 


