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3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Amber Waves and UndertowBy Ronald G. PetersonThe finest book 
I have had the privalege to read about the history and experience of dryland farming in Washington State. Having been 
born and raised on a farm in South Dakota and having been a 35 year resident of Washington State it brought back 
many memories of not only the problems but also the vast rewards of Farming and Ranching.4 of 4 people found the 
following review helpful. Amber Waves ans UndertowBy J. P. PresslerThis book is the only one I have ever known to 
illuminate the rich culture, history, and vast horizons of wheat country in Eastern Washington. As soon as the reader 
finishes the first page, he is caught up in the personal, compelling story of farm-rich Adams County, complete with its 
wide array of characters, most of whom possess unique personalities and abilities -- and all of whom contribute to a 
wonderful portrait of this portion of rural America. I loved reading about the author's firsthand experience working the 
fields, as well as his views of the ways in which this region produces not only vital crops, but also gives rise to a 
special character and unflagging spirit. I hope this book finds its way into book clubs in Washington state. There is 
much content which invites stimulating discussion about the role and challenges of farms and farmers in America and 
it shows us, historically, how rural America was transformed from the nineteenth to the twenty-first century. But 
because this story gets up close and personal, the reader doesn't always realize the immense amount of learning that is 
taking place as he progresses through the chapters. It is beautifully written and elicits images that seem to unreel 
themselves like a movie.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Rare FindBy Lisa BullochA beautifully 
written non fiction work about an area we don't read much about. I have an attachment to Eastern Washington, and 
was delighted to find this book! The author's insights and observations are thoughtful and wise.

Adams County, Washington, is home to farmlands on the Columbia Plateau that produce more crops than might be 
expected of its semiarid soils. But while unique in its geography and history, it also faces many of the problems 
confronting farmers throughout rural America.Seasoned journalist Steve Turner, having spent time in Adams County 
as a young harvest hand, returned to the region to portray farm life and history in a land where change is a subtle but 
powerful constant. Amber Waves and Undertow interweaves family narratives, historical episodes, and Turners own 
experiences to illuminate the transformation of rural America from the nineteenth to the twenty-first century.Whether 
distilling the lore of wheat and potato agriculture or describing action at a combine demolition derby, Turner 
celebrates both the usual and the unusual among the local residents. He blends stories of pioneer settlers with vignettes 
of present-day life, introducing readers to the charactersthe hardworking and the eccentric, the old-timers and the 
Latino newcomerswho populate this corner of America.In the mode of John McPhee and Wendell Berry, Turners 
lyrical prose conveys his affection for both the land and its inhabitants. Amber Waves and Undertow is a thoughtful 
depiction of an exceptional place that puts the difficulties of individual farmers in national and global contexts, 
showing us that only by understanding the past of rural America can we confront its future challenges. 

From the PublisherSteve Turner has written feature articles for the Boston Globe, Le Figaro, the New York Times, the 
Washington Post, the San Francisco Examiner, the San Jose Mercury News, and the Year Books of the Colliers and 
Encarta encyclopedias among many others.About the AuthorSteve Turner has written feature articles for the Boston 
Globe, Le Figaro, the New York Times, the Washington Post, the San Francisco Examiner, the San Jose Mercury 
News, and the Year Books of the Colliers and Encarta encyclopedias among many others. He currently resides in 
Santa Cruz, California. 


