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Michael Jacobs : Andes  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Andes: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. wow...The travel book/history/compendium to buy on the Andes!By 
chucklesJacob's Andes is current, and comprehensive! For those of you who enjoy a mix of history, politics and 
anecdotes about your itinerary, Jacobs is the guy, and Andes is the book. Jacobs traverses the entire length of the 
Andes, North to South providing a sweeping and engaging view of its past and present. For me it made a wonderful 
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Kindle companion to my Lonely Planet, informing me about the historic and personal where and why of the places I 
visited, while bringing alive our Southern neighbor. If you haven't figured it out by now, our southern neighbor is full 
of excitement and intrigue, poverty and politics. Buy it, you'll like it, and Jacobs will make you want to go.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. If you don't feel an irresistible draw toward South America ...By Cheryl L. 
DeveckaIf you don't feel an irresistible draw toward South America, or feel that perhaps you spent one or more of your 
lives there, this may not be the book for you. If you can answer yes to at least one of the above questions and are not 
intimidated by a big book, then GO FOR IT! Modern interaction in a travelogue that includes history, and quite an 
intoxicating combination if I might say. A fascinating continent that has so many things to offer the questioning 
traveler in a country rich in experience.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I took it to ChileBy 
shasta60Travel writers love to write about themselves. It was an enjoyable story. I left my copy in Santiago.

For centuries, the Andes have caught the imagination of travelers, inspiring fear and wonder. The groundbreaking 
scientist Alexander von Humboldt claimed that everything here is grander and more majestic than in the Swiss Alps, 
the Pyrenees, the Carpathians, the Apennines, and all other mountains I have known. Rivaled in height only by the 
Himalayas and stretching more than 4,500 miles, the sheer immensity of the Andes is matched by its concentration of 
radically contrasting scenery and climates, and the rich and diverse cultures of the people who live there. In this 
remarkable book, travel writer Michael Jacobs journeys across seven different countries, from the balmy Caribbean to 
the inhospitable islands of the Tierra del Fuego, through the relics of ancient civilizations and the remnants of colonial 
rule, retracing the footsteps of previous travelers. His route begins in Venezuela, following the path of the great 
nineteenth-century revolutionary Simn Bolvar, but soon diverges to include accounts from sources as varied as 
Humboldt, the young Charles Darwin, and Bolvars extraordinary and courageous mistress, Manuela Saenz. On his 
way, Jacobs uncovers the stories of those who have shared his fascination and discovers the secrets of a region steeped 
in history, science, and myth.

Praise for Andes"Andes is a travelogue thats scholarly and sociable in equal measure, by an author whos as interested 
in ferreting out letters from 16th-century emigrants lured by the legend El Dorado as he is in visiting a museum 
dedicated to Bolvars mistress or checking out the transvestite bars of Ayacucho." New York Times Book "The writing 
. . . doesn't have a bump in it. Jacobs is a natural wordsmith with an easy style and an engaging manner. He is the 
quintessential alien adrift in a quirky land and, like many a 19th-century English traveler before him, relishes telling us 
just how strange South Americans can be." Washington Post"Even a reader with no prior interest in the Andes, or 
South America in general, cant help but be captivated by this Englishmans Andean odyssey . . . Andes is an engrossing 
read, written with historical depth, dry wit and moments of endearment." Globe and Mail"[Jacobs] braves high 
altitude, terrifying bus rides, endless delays, crime-ridden cities, and wackjob mystics . . . He's a great traveler: well 
connected, tireless, enthusiastic, and interested in everyone he meets . . . He conveys the region's difficulties and 
challenges as well as its beauty and enduring fascination." Publishers Weekly"Filled with encounters with diverse, 
colorful characters as well as the ghosts of near-vanished Native American civilizations . . . absorbing and charming." 
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