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John Stewart : Antarctica: An Encyclopedia (TWO VOLUMES)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Antarctica: An Encyclopedia (TWO VOLUMES): 

With a foreword by Sir Edmund Hillary, this packed two-volume set contains 15,000 alphabetically-arranged and 
cross-referenced entries covering geographical features, explorers, scientists and their stations, vessels, tour operators, 
terms, birds, animals, insects, and flora. A 1,300-entry chronolog

From Library JournalStewart offers this encyclopedia as the first comprehensive reference on Antarctica for both 
specialists and general readers. He admits a "bias toward the geographical and historical," and a "reportorial" approach 
to scientific topics. The most detailed entries concern Antarctic explorers and expeditions. Innumerable other entries 
describe geological features such as glaciers, mountains, and waterways. These entries include coordinates and 
discoverers. Many scientific entries are cursory and would have benefited from citations to entries in the extensive 
bilbiography. Other features include a chronology of important dates and a list of expeditions. The encyclopedia cries 
out for a few detailed maps, but the author feels that this would have added to the price of the set. In sum, this work is 
comprehensive, handsomely produced, and a valuable addition to collections in larger academic and departmental 
libraries, but smaller libraries might do better to select a few of the available books on Antarctic exploration and 
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natural history.- Beth Clewis, J. Sargeant Reynolds Community Coll. Lib., Richmond, Va.Copyright 1991 Reed 
Business Information, Inc. "a wealth of useful information...for public and academic libraries at all levels" -- 
Choice"comprehensive, handsomely produced, and...valuable" -- Library Journal"objective, factual information" -- 
Wilson Library Bulletin"well worth purchasing" -- ARBAAbout the AuthorJohn Stewart is also the author of The 
British Empire (1996, $72.50), African States and Rulers, 2d ed. (1999, $75), and Moons of the Solar System (1991, 
$49.95). He lives in Grassy Creek, North Carolina. 


