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Barron's Educational Series : Arabic (Barron's Travel Wise)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Arabic (Barron's Travel Wise): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Good - just note that not all dialects are coveredBy Pouty 
PrincessThis is a well-made, well-constructed book that is easy to use, easy to flip through and stands up to a lot of 
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travel. I definitely recommend this book for those who are traveling through the Arabic speaking countries. One word 
of caution on dialect though: this book is written primarily in Modern literary Arabic, sometimes referred to as 
Modern Standard Arabic. This language is different from the "street" language that varies by country across the broad 
region. While many Arabs you meet will be able to understand you when you say the more formal, Modern Literary 
Arabic phrase in the book, they may not respond except in their own local dialects, so be prepared for that. It often 
changes the pronunciation significantly. There are some local dialect words in the book, but they are never identified 
as to what country's dialect they belong to. For instance the word "generator" has a dialectal word (dynamo) as well as 
the standard word (muwallid) - but if you say "dynamo" in any of the Gulf countries, I promise you no one will know 
that you mean generator! Also, the word for "flat tire" is exclusively known in Iraq as "pan-cher" - but that is not 
mentioned at all in this book which has two words listed for flat tire.The grammar section is good, for a quick lesson 
on understanding grammar it touches the bases pretty clearly. I would read that section (near the end of the book) first, 
and then go back and read it again as you learn more of the phrases in the book, so that the grammar makes sense. As 
one of my best teachers once said, learning grammar without knowing any of the words is like trying to swim without 
water.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A Fine and Easy to Use Arabic Language GuideBy Rami 
YeldaThis book is by far the best Arabic language guide that I have come across. The print is easy to read, and as a 
credit to its publishers, is well marked by Arabic verbal accents, making the learning of the complex language easier. 
The book is labeled as, "Travel Wise." It is more than a travel guide; it is a fine language handbook that every Arabic 
language student, traveling or not, will benefit from.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Excellant 
book for ones lanuguage libraryBy Muhammad Rashid AliyuOne of the best Arabic books for traveling and 
vocabulary words I have purchased! Muhammadu Rashid Aliyu

Designed especially for international travelers, yet also suitable for foreign language labs in high schools and colleges, 
Travelwise programs are brand new, good looking, enjoyable to use, and compact enough to be easily packed with 
luggage when it's time to take that overseas trip. Travelwise programs are available as a book-only, or as a package 
that contains the book with a supplementary audiocassette and script booklet.
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