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From ThamesHudson : Arcadia Britannica: A Modern British Folklore Portrait before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Arcadia Britannica: A Modern British Folklore
Portrait:

13 of 13 people found the following review helpful. The photographs are wonderful! HoweverBy Geraldine H
OrdazThe photographs are wonderful! However, as an American, | was hoping for more information. The introduction
isjust that - very introductory. Not much by way of details. | would have loved to hear about what these individuals
did to celebrate the festivals and why they were called to do so. Where did they get their ideas for the outfits? Isit part
of the traditions? And what are those traditions?1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Exotic ritual
costumes of the native Britons....By Rashid PatchOld-School, down-home weirdness! | wish there was more detail
about the events - there are several dissertations worth of anthropology studiesin these traditions! 1 of 1 people found


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0500517975

the following review helpful. Four StarsBy SteffiGreat pictures. Not enough writing on this fascinating topic.

Wonderfully odd portraits of contemporary British folklore enthusiasts in their strange and spectacular costumes
Drawing on pagan Celtic, Germanic, and early Christian rites and beliefs, British folklore is a vibrant aspect of
Britains cultural heritage that continues to flourish today. Notable for their music, storytelling, and particularly for the
terrific display of costumes revelers wear, Britains folk festivals are at once great entertainment and alink with the
nations rich cultural history.Arcadia Britannicais the product of photographer Henry Bournes repeated trips to some
of Britains greatest folk events: striking color portraits capture an eccentric collection of individualsin inventive
outfits, including arboreal costumes, pagan-inspired creations, and historical garb. These were captured at eventslike
the annual Jack in the Green festival held in Hastings in May, for which the town and its people are decked in green to
welcome summer, and the Easter Sunday celebration in Bacup, Lancashire, where fiercely proud Britannia Coconut
Dancers (or Nutters) perform their traditional seven dances. An accompanying text by Simon Costin provides the
historical backstory and explains the folklore behind this wacky, inspiring collection of images. 125 color photographs

Y ou wont glean many beauty tips from British photographer Henry Bournes wonderful and wacky portraits of folklore
enthusiasts, but you may find some gardening ones! - WBourne crisscrossed Great Britain to capture folk-fest
attendees at their most outlandish: Jack-in-the-Greens wearing head-to-toe spring foliage for May Day; Bonfire Night
revelersin full medieval garb; and partyers arrayed in patchwork at the Whittlesea Straw Bear Festival. Bourne
photographs each of them against a stark white background, capturing their full peacock finery in vivid detail. - Elle
DecorA compendium of British folklore enthusiasts whose quirky costumes often ook to the land. - VVogueOutside of
the context of the greater spectacle the strange details of the costumes that mix the old and the new come clearly into
focus. - HyperallergicFeaturing 125 portraits, the book is an endearing album of extravagantly costumed individuals
inventively disguised as shrubs or haystacks, shimmering with mother-of-pearl buttons, and posturing as witchy high
priestesses. - Architectural DigestThe British love of dressing up takes aweird and wondrous turn. . . . When captured
by Bournes lens, one thing is abundantly clear: Much like fancy dress at Halloween, modern folk isfun. - The New

Y ork TimesFolkloric festivals and traditions remain vital throughout the UK, evidenced here by the colorful yet
serious portraits captured by Bourne. These traditions, visually exciting in their use of costumes, face painting, and
props, have helped strong community identity persisting over time. Lovers of fashion and personal style will
appreciate this visual survey of British folk costume. - Library Journal About the AuthorHenry Bourneis a
photographer known for his portraits, architecture, landscape, and still-life work. He is aregular contributor
toVogueandHarper's Bazaar magazines worldwide as well astoT: The New Y ork Times Style Magazine. His editorial
photographs have also featured inCond Nast Traveller,Wall Street Journal Magazine,Wallpaper* ,andVanity Fair,
among other magazines. His work has been exhibited internationally and forms part of the permanent collection of
portrait photography at the National Portrait Gallery, London.



