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John Bockstace : Arctic Discoveries: Images from Voyages of Four Decades in the North  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Arctic Discoveries: Images from Voyages of 
Four Decades in the North: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A Genuine Feeling for the NorthBy A CustomerBooks of 
photographs can all too often depict nothing more than a surface prettiness. This is not the case with Arctic 
Discoveries: Images from Voyages of Four Decades in the North. As well as being beautiful, the images and layout 
give not only the appearance of the landscape but also the very feel of it, in an emotional sense. Taken from John 
Bockstoce's many trips the photographs cover the Arctic from the Diomede Islands, between the Chukchi and Bering 
Seas in the western Arctic, to Spitsbergen, the Faeroe Islands, the Shetland Islands in the eastern Arctic, with 
Greenland, Iceland, Labrador, and the Canadian Arctic in between. Really, how much more romantic can you get? 
There is enough description with the photographs to give a clear idea of the locations, and the text enhances and does 
not overwhelm the eloquence and elegance of the images themselves.

The Arctic is a land of elemental contrasts, a place of both sublime beauty and unforgiving harshness. From the heat 
and endless light of summer to the punishing cold and deep blue nights of winter, its great organic oneness has been 
admired and celebrated, as humans have sought to share an existence with, and exert an influence on, its lands and 
seas. In this photographic essay, John Bockstoce presents vivid images from four decades of sailing, researching, and 
photographing in Alaska and the North Pacific, the Canadian Arctic, and the North Atlantic. Bockstoce's photographs 
convey his passion for the stark solitude of land, sky, water, and ice, his admiration for the lives and livelihoods of the 
Arctic's inhabitants, and his fascination with the haunting traces of a fragile human presence in the Far North. "John 
Bockstoce is a great Arctic traveler in the earlier, harder sense of that term. He completed the long-sought Northwest 
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Passage, a journey of unparalleled achievement. Starting in an Inuit skin boat at Nome, Alaska, he navigated eastward 
through ice-choked Canadian waters to the misty headlands of Holsteinsborg, West Greenland. He then sailed south 
along Labrador's coast to New York. John is an outstanding photographer and author and a true northern voyager." - 
James Houston, O.C.

"John Bockstoce is a great Arctic traveller in the earlier, harder sense of that term. He completed the long-sought 
Northwest Passage, a journey of unparalleled achievement. Starting in an Inuit skin boat at Nome, Alaska, he 
navigated eastward through ice-choked Canadian waters to the misty headlands of Holsteinsborg, West Greenland. He 
then sailed south along Labradors coast to New York. John is an outstanding photographer and author and a true 
northern voyager."James Houston, O.C. 


