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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Arctic adventure with a truly incredible individual.By A PatriotAn 
incredible recounting of 30+ years spent in the Arctic from Norway to Alaska and well north of there. This is the man 
that wrote most of what the U.S. military knows about surviving in the Arctic. Fascinating insights into the history and 
characters that made up early Arctic exploration as well as first-hand accounts of what it took to survive the very worst 
it had to offer. Very well written and edited, it is an easy read that is very hard to put down. You definitely need to 
keep quick access to an Arctic map so that you can fully understand the scope of Willie Knutsen's adventures. The 
latter portion of the book was especially interesting to me as it covered some of the challenges faced by the men and 
women that built and maintained the early Cold War-era Defense Early Warning Sites (DEWS) that ran from Iceland 
to western end of the Aleutian Islands. A full recounting of arguably the greatest American, Arctic explorer in history. 
A fascinating and rewarding read about a completely under-rated part of American and world history and the 
incredible people that made it.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. I served with Willie in the USAF in 
the 60s ...By W B.CosgroveI served with Willie in the USAF in the 60s. He was then and still is, one of the most 
unforgettable characters I have ever met.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Anita 
SchnackyLove this book!

The life story of Willie Knutsen, Americas last great polar explorer, as told to his son, Will C. Knutsen.

"A pleasure to read. Told with the self-deprecating humour and colour of an artist and explorer who has done it all, 
and does not need to prove a thing." --Sir Ranulph Fiennes"Throughout, Knutsen looks at his surroundings with an 
artist's eye and a deep appreciation for the grandeur and beauty of the icy landscape. A captivating account of Arctic 
survival replete with a cast of explorers, trappers, and scientists, this is highly recommended for all collections." --
Library Journal 


