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Harry L. Heckel Jr. : Around the World in 80 Years: The Oldest Man to Sail Alone around the World - Twice! 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Around the World in 
80 Years: The Oldest Man to Sail Alone around the World - Twice!: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Worth it for the reading listBy nemahawgHarry Heckel proves to be 
not only a competent sailor, but well read, a keen observer, and because of these sound practices, a writer of surprising 
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economy. His one sentence reviews of books read during dull passages and inclement weather demonstrate his 
mastery of understatement. This carries through to his sketches of people and places. It's not the work of a best selling 
travel writer, so there are one or two loose ends, but the book is perhaps better for them.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. ... reading the book but it is really interesting and easy to readBy goodintaStill reading the 
book but it is really interesting and easy to read. I knew one of the sons of the Harry, so very special to get in detail.0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. Review: "Around the World in 80 Years," Harry L. Heckel, Jr.By Lee 
Frederick WerthHaving written the entry on cruising literature for the "Oxford Encyclopedia of Maritime History" , I 
have read hundreds of voyaging accounts. What Harry Heckel has written has something in common with the accounts 
of the early circumnavigators: Slocum, Pidgeon, Voss; and those more recent: Hiscock, Roth, Pye, etc. It is a highly 
evocative travelogue rather than a story of a non-stop circumnavigation. Harry's knowledge of history, interest in other 
people, observational skills ( no doubt honed by birdwatching) , make him a first-rate ethnographer. One can easily 
visualize places Harry describes. His descriptions are followed by a one line evaluation and summation. It is these 
final one-liners which set Harry's account apart from other books of this genre. He is scrupulously fair but candid. 
Those planning to travel where Harry has trod (or sailed) would do well to read this book, both to avoid 
disappointment and to enjoy places they might not have considered.

The Oldest Singlehander in the World! At the advanced ages of 78 and 89, Harry L. Heckel, Jr., fulfilled a dream: he 
sailed alone around the world, not once, but twice! This Old Man of the Sea goes global, describing with a dry wit and 
a keen eye, the 54 countries and islands he visited, plus the sail to get there. Armchair travelers and sailors alike will 
be enthralled by the adventures of this Ancient Mariner: from the Killing Fields of Cambodia to the Great Wall of 
China, from avoiding pirates off Somalia to almost capsizing off Madagascar. An inspiring tale that proves that age is 
no deterrent to fulfilling your dream! Praise for Harry Heckel: He was very much admired and respected as the oldest, 
most experienced and wisest of yachties....he is our treasure. ~Rose Selfridge, s/v Fair Rose We enjoyed Harrys wit, 
his incredible knowledge of so many subjects, and particularly his vitality. ~Betty Root, s/v Wrangler Hes one in a 
million. ~Kirk McGeorge, s/v Polly Brooks He has seen, heard, and done so much, and has touched many peoples 
hearts...~Cindy Stew He is truly a beacon for so many of us on how NOT to get old and boring. ~Maryan Koehler, 
author, The Stone Goat

About the AuthorHarry Heckel, Jr., sailed solo around the world twice. He was 78 when he completed his first 
circumnavigation. He was 89 when he completed his second. After his wife's death in 1989, Harry became a solo 
sailor. In all, Harry visited 54 countries and islands, including China, South Korea, Cambodia, Malaysia, Singapore 
and Hong Kong. He evaded pirates off Somalia, and was deliberately sideswiped by Chinese fishing boats. In Yemen, 
Harry was presented with a burqa-shrouded woman since he had no wife. A small village in Japan threw him a 
reception as the oldest sailor in the world. In June 2007 in Newport News, Harry received the Joshua Slocum Society 
Internationals Golden Circle Award for his solo circumnavigations. Now 97, Harry lives with his son and daughter-in-
law in Virginia. Florence Heckel Russell, a former reporter and copywriter, is the co-author (and better typist) of her 
father's travel memoir. Florence lives in Ohio with her old husband and even older cat. She is also the author of 
Heading South: Tales from the RV Trail. 


