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William Iseminger : Cahokia Mounds: America's First City (Landmarks)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Cahokia Mounds: America's First City (Landmarks): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good overview, well written, but needs some updatesBy Kylee 
ColeOverall, Iseminger provides readers with a book that does provide a good introduction to Cahokia Mounds. 
However, the lack of citations and admittance to utilizing his personal memory bank does bring a question of 
credibility to some arguments levied in the book. Despite this and some updates that need to be made (interpretation of 
Mound 72 layout), Cahokia Mounds: Americas First City provides readers with a tangible discussion of the layout and 
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purpose of the impressive mound city interpreted from (mostly) current archaeological evidence. This book would be 
great for an introduction to Cahokia in general, the layout, and preservation concerns facing the site.1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. Great book! Better than any I have read previously ...By Patrick J. RobinsonGreat 
book ! Better than any I have read previously on Cahokia.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Detailed 
bookBy AnyaI found this interesting but with a lot of detail to wade through. It was a good read but difficult for me to 
pay attention toward the end.

About one thousand years ago, a phenomenon occurred in a fertile tract of Mississippi River flood plain known today 
as the "American Bottom." This phenomenon came to be called Cahokia Mounds, America's first city. Interpreting the 
rich heritage of a site like Cahokia Mounds is a balancing act; the interpreter must speak as a scholar to the general 
public on behalf of an entirely different civilization. Since even those three groups are splintered into myriad dialects 
of perspective, sometimes it is hard to know what language to use. But William Iseminger's work at the site has given 
him nearly four decades of practice in Cahokia Conversation 101, and he tells the story of the place and its ancient 
culture (as well as its place in contemporary culture) with the clarity and confidence of a native speaker.

About the AuthorWilliam R. Iseminger was born in Bloomington, Illinois, and grew up in Arlington, Virginia. He 
majored in anthropology in college, receiving his BA from the University of Oklahoma and his MA from Southern 
Illinois University at Carbondale. He participated in excavations in South Dakota and several locations in Illinois, and 
he has worked at the Cahokia site full time since 1971. He directed public archaeological field schools for many years 
and serves as assistant site manager in charge of exhibits, interpretation and public relations at Cahokia for the Illinois 
Historic Preservation Agency. 


