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Paul St Germain : Cape Ann Granite  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Cape Ann Granite: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Amazing photos and and accessible text. A winner!By M. 
HankeExcellent for anyone interested in knowing more about the granite industry on Cape Ann. It is packed with 
wonderful historic photos.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Enjoyed reading about the old days and 
how they got ...By AndreaEnjoyed reading about the old days and how they got out the granite.......Didn't realize so 
much of our granite was used all over the U.S.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Bill 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1531674704


HubbardFinest kind

The granite industry began on Cape Ann with the first sale of a piece of Rockport granite, for use as a millstone, to a 
farmer in Newburyport in 1800. The industry would grow to include more than 60 quarries and operations around the 
cape, becoming the second-largest economic force in the area behind fishing. Hundreds were employed as quarrymen, 
stonecutters, paving cutters, and finishers. Cape Ann was particularly well fitted for the pursuit of granite as its rocky 
hills and shores afforded a comparatively inexhaustible source of supply, and its splendid shipping facilities gave the 
advantage of quick and economical transportation to market by sea and land. The industry eventually declined, and by 
1930, most quarries had gone out of business because of labor strikes and low demand. Today, most of these quarries 
are filled with rainwater and springwater, and many are used as reservoirs for the surrounding communities.

Telling a story in pictures is Cape Ann Granite, the newest addition to Arcadia Publishings popular Images of America 
series. The book was released on July 20. It boasts over 200 vintage images, many of which have never been 
published, and showcases memories of the granite industry that prevailed on Cape Ann for over 100 years.About the 
AuthorPaul St. Germain has been a Rockport resident for 20 years and has written two other books in the Images of 
America series about the lighthouses and lifesaving stations on Cape Ann and Thacher Island. With assistance from 
the Cape Ann Museum, the Sandy Bay Historical Society archives, and other private collections, he has developed a 
revealing record of the men, the quarries, the tools, and the final uses of Cape Ann granite around the nation. 


