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Michael Ivanovitch Rostovtzeff : Caravan cities,  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Caravan cities,: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A classic worth readingBy Jaime Axel RuizAlthough many people 
may think that Rostovtzeffs book is a little outdated, it is a classic worth reading. It describes very accuratedly the 
history and life of many caravan cities as well as the civilizations of the times. When the historian visits these ruins the 
Middle East was a British colony, it was relatively safe to travel; the sites, Palmyra, Petra, Gerash, were not invaded 
by tourists, even if Rostovzeff is alarmed by the number of visitors, may be few hundred a year at that time.An 
interesting book, wonderfully written in the way old scholars did, that help us to better understand this crossroad of 
civilizations. This part of the world has been the scenery for confrontation for millenniums. That was true five 
thousand years ago(remember Troy), three centuries before our era, in the dawn of Islam, during the Crusades and 
even today, when we know that the future of the Mediterranean is being challenged precisely in the same area.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Personal Review of Caravan CitiesBy Jon CulverI was interested in this 
book because my own personal interest in the ancient Nabataean Arabs and also because I will be taking a three day 
tour this coming November of two of the caravan cities narrated by the author--Petra and Jerash. I found a lot of 
interesting material in the book but I was a little disappointed that Rostovzeff gave more space to Palmyra and Dura 
than he did to Petra. Because of my personal interest in history I found the book to be a good read but those who no 
background in this region and its history might find the narrative somewhat ponderous. For the above reasons I rated 
the book at four stars.Jon Culver2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A must for those who want to know 
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about caravan trade in the hellenistic periodBy MatajimayaCaravan Cities is a book wonderfully written by 
Rostovtzeff. Everyone can read about caravan trades and there is no need to be a scholar to peruse this book. The 
author has provided anecdotes, maps, and pictures. His descriptions of the geographical sites are poetical at times. He 
explains why cities were prosperous at certain periods and not at others. He also explains the interdependence between 
cities among themselves, and between cities and new governments, new conquerors. We become more acquainted 
with the hellenistic world. It is a charming book in addition to being a history book. I only wish I could have read it in 
French. I believe the author wrote it in French and in Russian. Caravan trade was the core of commerce at the time. It 
is crucial to understand how important it was and how it could be difficult, dangerous, but also very lively and joyful 
when protected by government police and fortresses. I recommend this work.

Originally published in 1932, this classic book contains a wealth of information on caravan trade and cities. 
Beautifully written and supported by photographs, this book is highly recommended for inclusion on the bookshelf of 
anyone with an interest in the subject.


