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Raymond Bial : Champaign  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Champaign: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Very interesting history of one of the most influential cities in the 
MidwestBy Illini HillelVery interesting and educational. Champaign's story is fascinating and there is no doubt this 
city is on its way to become a great one0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Three StarsBy Zachary 
FerdinandDidn't realize this book was mostly pictures. I'm an idiot.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Five StarsBy J Edwardsenjoyed this book

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0738551880


The low-lying prairie on which Champaign came to be established was once described as one vast pond where the 
mud turtle and water moccasin luxuriated, the mosquito wound his bugle, and the frogs gave a rival symphony. From 
humble origins as a stop on the Illinois Central Railroad called West Urbana, the cluster of buildings quickly became a 
bustling town of square storefronts, with horses and wagons hitched along wood-plank sidewalks. Gradually rising 
above muddy thoroughfares, Champaign grew into a charming city in which trolleys rumbled along brick streets. 
Elegant homes were built and churches established, along with shops and stores, and municipal services and utilities, 
not to mention parks, opera houses, and confectioneries.

About the AuthorChampaign provides a visual sampler of a vibrant city from its early days as a depot through World 
War II and into the 1970s. Raymond Bial has published more than 90 critically acclaimed, award-winning books of 
photographs for children and adults. He has lived in Champaign-Urbana with his wife, Linda, and their children for 30 
years. 


