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Leslie McLoughlin : Colloquial Arabic (Levantine) (Colloquial Series)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Colloquial Arabic (Levantine) (Colloquial Series): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. greatBy savkimI really like it! I was looking for a book that would 
help me communicate better with my family in Lebanon. It's really hard to find a book to learn Lebanese because it 
isn't really true Arabic. This has been the best book so far and I am glad I ended up buying it. I like how it provides 
sentences so that you can get a better understanding of how the word is used. Only complaint that I have is that I 
bought the kindle version and I guess when it was made into digital, it messed up some of the formatting. Like for 
some of the lists or charts the words don't exactly meet up. For example, one of the pages is on numbers and because I 
already knew the numbers I could tell that they were totally out of order because it shows up as a list, but I think they 
are actually suppose to be two different rows. If someone is new to the language then they may not catch this.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Great little bookBy Jill R.So far a great read. Definitely would be good to 
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have the sound to this so you can learn how to pronounce things properly. But written very well. I am using this along 
with my arabic w/lebanese dialect teacher and this seems to go hand to hand with her lessons1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Excellent overview of Levantine dialectsBy Paul CushingI am studying MSA and Egyptian, 
and wanted to learn some basics of Levantine dialects as well, and found it very useful in that respect. I also agree with 
a previous reviewer's statement that the story about the Englishman alone was worth the price I payed for the book. If 
you're looking for an overview of the dialects of the Levant, than this is a perfect book in my opinion. It's easy to 
digest, yet covers the basics of grammar, idioms, terms of address, even some mild slang, greetings, general 
conversation, etc., and all in a small easy to use format. By the end of the book you'll be able to read a short story in 
Levantine and understand basic conversations, which is all the book claims to do. People are expecting some 
comprehensive course from a beginning level book, if you want something more advanced try the Syrian Reference 
grammar and Dictionary by Georgetown, or a more advanced Levantine coursebook. However, for self-study and an 
enjoyable overview of the dialects of the Levant I highly recommend this title.

A step-by-step course in written and spoken Arabic.

About the AuthorLeslie Mcloughlin is Honarary research fellow at the department of Arabic and Islamic Studies at 
Exeter. He was Director of Studies at the Middle East Centre for Arab Studies (MECAS), Shemlan, Lebanon 1965-68 
and 1970-75. He also taught at Columbia University and the University of Pennsylvania in 1969 and 1970. In 1987 he 
founded the MECAS Association. He has published several text books for modern Arabic, spoken and writtten.He has 
lectured in Arabic in many Arabic countries and most recently in Oman and Saudi Arabia.He interpreted for HM The 
Queen and Her Majesty's Government from 1983-2004.As a University Fellow at Exeter he has taught all years of the 
undergraduate programme in Arabic and has taught a Master's course in translation.As a historian he has specialized in 
the history of Saudi Arabia and published a biography of the first King, Ibn Saud, in 1993. 


