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Thislook at Alexis de Tocqueville's 1831 travels to the United States with his friend and colleague Gustave de
Beaumont gives us a glimpse into the colonization of the United States. Weaving together the story of early American
society with the inevitable destruction of both its natural landscapes and the natives that inhabited them, this text deals
with contemporary themes of human concern for nature's fragility and the capacity to transform surroundings.

About the AuthorAlexis de Tocqueville (1805-1859) was born in Verneuil, France. A historian and political scientist,
he came to the United Statesin 1831 to report on the prison system. His experiences would later become the basis for
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his classic study Democracy in America.



