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Rick Steves : Rick Steves' French, Italian and German Phrase Book  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Rick Steves' French, Italian and German Phrase Book: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. should have brought my dictionaryBy lilscrubbyWhile learning or 
brushing up on these languages for travel purpose, this book seems to cover the bases. It includes some special terms 
and usages that you can easily misinterpret or misuse.I felt pretty ok with it when I went over the French section as a 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1598801872


review. But when I landed in Paris, all I wanted was my $4.99 French dictionary I had since high school! I think 
because I knew how to construct a lot of sentences, I really needed the vocabs. And Rick Steve's Phrase Book didn't 
cover as many vocabs as I would've found useful. Also, I couldn't have flipped thru the sections fast enough - uh... 
French... Food... Restaurant... ordering..... Unfortunately we were trying to pack light, and my husband didn't want me 
to bring my dictionary. Oh how I regretted that.Bottom line, I think if you don't know the language at all, this book can 
be helpful if you have it handy, flipped to the right section at the appropriate situation. But if you know the language 
somewhat, take your dictionary with.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. HelpfulBy parkca01Helpful, 
especially the pronunciation guides and the food decoder. There are some "joke" phrases in this book that are kind of 
odd (ex, Do you want to hear me burp?), but they're fun nonetheless. I was abroad for eight days and every time I 
wanted to say something, it was in this book. On a train in France we sat across from a couple who did not speak 
English. We were able to casually chat with them during our four hour trip with this book. When at the bar in 
Germany, we were able to order new food, figure out the menu, and buy some new acquaintances a round of drinks. 
It's helpful.You're not going to be able to have an in-depth conversation, but if you're looking for something, need help 
getting around (where is this? How much is this? Do you have..?), or just want to chat in general it's perfect. Plus it's 
small in size and easily fit in my little carry-around pouch.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Why I 
rated Rick Steves' bookBy Terry F.This book is outdated. I checked out the same name book from the public library 
here in Austin, Texas, and some of the words had a different definition than this book. The library's book even had 
more pages, so words had to be left out. It's hard to explain, since I don't have the library copy anymore. I'm using the 
"For Dummies" method to learn the language(s) I want. This particular series, at least the learn Italian book is edited 
by Berlitz, which according to the reference page has been around since 1878, so I know I can trust it.However, with 
that said, it's not the seller's fault, unless the seller happens to be Rick Steves.

Ordering cafe au lait in Paris, calamari in Venice, or bratwurst in Munich, it helps to speak some of the native tongue. 
Rick Steves, bestselling author of travel guides to Europe, offers well-tested phrases and key words to cover every 
situation a traveler is likely to encounter. This handy guide provides key phrases for use in everyday circumstances, 
complete with phonetic spelling; an English-French/Italian/German dictionary; the latest information on European 
currency and rail transportation, and even a tear-out cheat sheet for continued language practice. Informative, concise, 
and practical, Rick Steves' French, Italian and German Phrase Book is an essential item for any traveler's backpack.

.com If you're planning your Continental tour, or just heading Europewards and letting the winds of fate waft you this 
way and that, you'll want some language assistance, preferably in a form that doesn't require an extra set of luggage. 
Rick Steves, noted Europe expert and writer of candid, accurate, and entertaining guide books, has a phrase book and 
dictionary that contains the three major languages you're likely to encounter in ramble around Europe or a trek in the 
Alps. For each of the three languages, there are chapters on basic survival phrases, numbers, money, and time, 
transportation, sleeping, and eating, plus activities such as sightseeing, shopping, and nightlife. There are also sections 
on phoning and mailing, health and emergencies, and making small talk--including the essential section on animal 
noises (because what's woof woof to you is ouah ouah to the French, bau bau to Italians, and wuff wuff in German). 
There are also lists of the animal noises made by humans (also known as profanity) so you can enjoy the linguistic 
color as the man next to you drops his fragile souvenir, or swear like a Roman when you stub your toe in the 
Coliseum. The menu decoders are quite useful, and, despite the book's small size, it covers most contingencies--from 
bartering over hotel-room prices to rental-car considerations, interpreting train schedules to discussing medical 
conditions such as constipation and diarrhea, hemorrhoids and indigestion, body odor and the giggles. The dictionary 
in the back shows the English, French, Italian, and German for each of 1,200 words, and there's an appendix of useful 
information, including the European phone numbers for various calling-card operators as well as their international 
access codes and country codes, a chart of monthly temperatures for each country and a metric conversion table, as 
well as tongue twisters in French, German, and Italian, to while away the train-travel hours and impress your 
compartment mates with your willingness to launch into their language and dare to sound like a fool. --Stephanie Gold 
Today's tourists are as likely to be toting Rick Steves as Giorgio Armani, tasting the good life without burning through 
the Kids' college fund.Language NotesText: English, French, German, Italian 


