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Grant Petersen, Mary Anderson : Roads to Ride: A Bicyclist's Topographic Guide to Alameda, Contra Costa 
and Marin Counties  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
Roads to Ride: A Bicyclist's Topographic Guide to Alameda, Contra Costa and Marin Counties: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A true cyclist's perspectiveBy Roy GordonThis (and its companion 
book) are the best ride books I have ever read. In fact, they're the only ones I've ever even liked.Each route is laid out 
in elevation profile in an attractive, uncluttered profile. Scale is provided in miles and kilometers for the distance; feet 
and meters for the elevation; 0 at road start for both. The gradient for steep sections is cleanly labeled on the profile 
itself. Intersections with other major (from the cyclist's perspective) roads are indicated with a reference to the page 
number for that road.The short, spare route descriptions do it for me. They're not the usual boring blow-by-blow 
description of the road. "At this point, if it's spring, notice the colorful flowers on the left." Rather, he provides a spare 
description of the feel of the riding of the road, as a cyclist would feel them. At least, as I do.Note: the book also 
contains a number of black and white photos of the roads, back roads usually empty, with curves, and shot at low 
angle. The photographer often darkens the road, so there is little contrast between it and the surroundings. The road 
appears incorporated into the natural environment. Again, a cyclist's feel.1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. Good book, needs updatedBy G. AvalosThis is a good book for the cyclist seeking roads to ride in Contra 
Costa, Alameda, and Marin county and was at my bedside as I planned the next day's ride during the 1980's and early 
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1990's. The book shows you in percent how steep some road grades can be and what to expect. However the book 
needs to be updated badly, published in the early 1980's, and due to the population and housing explosion in the Bay 
area and the Delta, some roads have changed and even are not there anymore. I would like to see the author do a book 
on Calaveras county which has some incredible roads to ride placing it in serious competition with Marin county.0 of 
0 people found the following review helpful. Great book!By C. SadlerI use it for planning motorcycle trips as well as 
cycling routes. It's very easy to understand - great resource.
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