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Rough Guides : Rough Guide Mandarin Chinese Phrasebook (Rough Guide Phrasebook: Mandarin Chinese) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Rough Guide Mandarin 
Chinese Phrasebook (Rough Guide Phrasebook: Mandarin Chinese): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Does what it's supposed to.By MooseI bought this book for a two 
week trip to Shaanxi and it easily met my expectations. The phrases offered are useful and the dictionary is complete 
enough to get the casual tourist by without being so complete that you need to spend a lot of time looking up how to 
say chicken while the waitress is waiting to take your order.The book is reasonably small and packed well in my 
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fiancee's purse for daytime excursions and I selected this phrasebook partly for that reason as I've heard some of the 
other leading phrasebooks can be a little unwieldy.I was happy with the book and it helped us communicate. The only 
thing that made me give it 4 stars instead of 5 was that a lot of the example phrases in the situations sections were very 
specific and could probably be simplified for people with no experience with Mandarin so they could more easily 
substitute words in from the dictionary for their own situation.Still. The book was very helpful and I recommend it to 
anyone looking for a quick communication guide for traveling in Mandarin speaking areas.4 of 5 people found the 
following review helpful. This book is worthlessBy Benjamin KantContrary to the 5-star reviews, I found this book 
absolutely worthless. For one thing, most of it is composed of a simple dictionary, which is worthless by itself as it has 
such a limited amount of words, and a simple Langenscheidt pocket dictionary has so much more. The phrase book 
part is then limited to about 40 pages, and whether they contain some useful expressions is meaningless because they 
are all given in pinyin only, without the Chinese characters. Guess what: Chinese is NOT a European language, and 
unless you are an expert in accurate pinyin pronunciation you will not be understood at all when you say any of the 
phrases in the book. The best way to use a phrase book is to have all three: your language, pinyin, and the Chinese 
characters. So that when you say something most likely stupid you can then point to the characters and be understood 
(oh, that is what you meant - got it!). Get these 2 books (besides the Langenscheidt): China Survival Guide by 
Herzberg and the Lonely Planet Mandarin Phrasebook. Besides, get yourself a Chinese-speaking person to accompany 
you everywhere, until you learn the language well enough to convey and receive information (six months for me, if I 
wanted to). Be prepared for a major culture shock if you think you can survive in China with this phrasebook (or any 
phrasebook, for that matter).1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great little handy book!By 
PandarBearThis book is compact but you can learn the basics in a short period of time. You can also download free 
MP3 to practice your pronunciation. Recommended!

The Rough Guide Mandarin Chinese Phrasebook is the definitive Phrasebook to help you make the most of your time 
in China. Whether you want to book a hotel room, ask what time the train leaves, or buy a drink from the bar, this 
Phrasebook will help you communicate with the locals in no time with a dictionary of more than 5,000 words. The free 
audio downloads, recorded by native Mandarin Chinese speakers, can be downloaded to your computer or MP3 
player, allowing you to listen to the correct pronunciation of essential dialogues, ideal for practicing before you go or 
while you're traveling. There's even a regional pronunciation guide and Rough Guide travel tips, so wherever you are 
you can get around and speak the lingo. The Rough Guide Mandarin Chinese Phrasebook has an extensive two-way 
dictionary packed with vocabulary and a helpful menu and drinks list reader, perfect for choosing the right dish in any 
restaurant. With this Phrasebook in your pocket you'll never run out of things to say! Make the most of your trip to 
China with The Rough Guide Mandarin Chinese Phrasebook.

These phrasebooks don't discriminate - everyone travelling to the countries covered would benefit. Geographical 
Magazine 


