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order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Rough Guide Spanish Phrasebook (Rough 
Guide Phrasebook: Spanish): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. SUPERIOR SERVICE.By James L.NO PROBLEMS. SUPERIOR 
SERVICE.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Language trainerBy Cereza GraceliaGood language book 
to use. Has good pronunciation key and helpful tips.12 of 12 people found the following review helpful. Rough Guide 
Spanish will help you enjoy grand SpainBy komyathyThis phrasebook IS FOR PEOPLE WHO WANT TO/or WANT 
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TO TRY TO ACTUALLY SAY SOME THINGS IN SPANISH ON A TRIP. If you want something for emergencies 
and/or desire a phrasebook to use for its written sentences/requests/words; with an intention of showing such written 
words to others when you need help, THEN a Rough Guide Phrasebook IS NOT FOR YOU. (In such a case consider a 
Berlitz or Lonely Planet phrasebook---both of those are better for worst-case emergencies such as going to a doctor, 
etc., but if you want to ask such questions as How much is this? Do you have this in Blue? What is your name? What 
time does the museum close? Then Rough Guide Spanish will be more useful to you. This phrasebook also includes 
MP3 audio to help you practice useful phrases too.)Rough Guides are structured completely different from most 
phrase books: The first several dozen pages give you numbers, days of the week, time, etc., and a 20 minute course in 
grammar. Oh no, you might be saying, but it is presented very simply. For instance it presents a handful of common 
verbs and their conjugations. So on one page you can see how to say "I have," "he has, "etc. and "I like," "he/ she 
likes," etc. The rest of the book is split between, in this case, an English-Spanish dictionary, a Spanish-English 
dictionary, and a 20 page menu reader. What makes the English-Spanish dictionary pages unique, though, is that most 
every other page (at least) has dialogue boxes relating to the most useful word(s) on that particular page. For instance, 
when you thumb through the book for the word "live," you get the word itself, but also the phrases "I live in..." and 
"Where do you live?" It'll take you 10 minutes to find such a phrase in Berlitz or Lonely Planet in their "getting to 
know others' section. But because Rough Guide is structured as a dictionary, with hundreds of really useful phrases 
highlighted in boxes within, you can access something you want to say rather swiftly...and actually deliver it just a 
minute or so after looking for it. Add the grammar section, where you learn useful verbs and how to conjugate their 
past tenses, and the number section, and you can learn easily to chat with someone about where you are from, where 
you are going, where you have traveled thus far, what you like/liked, and so on. Likewise, knowing have to say "have" 
make sit easily to ask whether a hotel has rooms, whether the room has a shower (after thumbing through the book for 
the word for shower), etc. And when the answer comes back that the hotel doesn't have, or say "we have," you can 
actually catch what they are saying.If still not persuaded, next time you're in a bookstore compare a Berlitz, a Lonely 
Planet, and a Rough Guide language phrase book side by side. Lonely Planet Spanish, for example, is basically several 
pages of basic grammar followed by many sections of phases you won't likely ever use. For instance, the guide 
provides several pages each of lists of occupations, nationalities, items of stationary, colors, insects, flowers and so on. 
Also provided are pat phrases to employ at a hotel's front desk, at a doctor's, at the optometrist, and eating out, among 
other mini-sections. The book, in effect, is set up to be taken out to be used once a day, if that. It's an improvement on 
Berlitz phrase books, but not by much. (Berlitz simply divides their books into 10 or so color coded sections such as: 
"sightseeing," "relaxing," "shopping," traveling around," "money," "eating out," etc.)So, if you just want a book for 
emergencies (say, breaking a leg, etc.) then Berlitz and/or Lonely Planet phrase books will serve you well...in your 
pocket until you are faced with such a situation, since they do have many more specific terms (like 50 different parts 
of the body), but if you really want to be able to say some things in Spanish on a daily basis during your trip you'll be 
much better served by Rough Guide Spanish. (And do consider visiting Montserrat while in Spain. It's a grand place.) 
Cheers

The Rough Guide Spanish Phrasebook is the definitive Phrasebook to help you make the most of your time in Spain. 
Whether you want to book a hotel room, ask what time the train leaves, or buy a drink from the bar, this Phrasebook 
has a dictionary of more than 5,000 words and will help you communicate with the locals in no time. The free audio 
downloads, recorded by native Spanish speakers, can be downloaded to your computer or MP3 player, allowing you to 
listen to the correct pronunciation of essential dialogues, ideal for practicing before you go or while you're there. There 
is even a regional pronunciation guide and Rough Guide travel tips, so wherever you are you can get around and speak 
the lingo. The Rough Guide Spanish Phrasebook has an extensive two-way dictionary packed with vocabulary and a 
helpful menu and drinks list reader, perfect for choosing the right dish in any restaurant. With this Phrasebook in your 
pocket you will never run out of things to say! Make the most of your trip to Spain with The Rough Guide Spanish 
Phrasebook.

These phrasebooks don't discriminate - everyone travelling to the countries covered would benefit. * Geographical 
Magazine * 


