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Denis J B Shaw : Russia in the Modern World: A New Geography  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Russia in the Modern World: A New Geography: 

9 of 9 people found the following review helpful. A challenging look at the former USSRBy Wes VickersI found the 
material of his book more challenging for an undergraduate. There were many times when I had to reread paragraphs 
to get a clearer understanding of what Shaw was stating. The maps and figures, which accompany his narration are 
adequately presented. The maps are cartographically simple and tables and graphs are basic in their design. Reading 
the text's references shows Shaw's attention to meticulous research. Throughout the book he cites a comprehensive list 
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of related sources. Another noteworthy feature of his book is the Further Reading section. In this area the author 
advises students to consult newspapers, journals and other media because Russia continues to be a region of rapid 
change. Shaw also lists useful web site addresses. The remainder of the recommended readings is listed by subject area 
or a specific geography discipline, which is very helpful because it efficiently pinpoints specific information. The 
twelve page bibliography confirms extensive research and cross-referencing.

This book presents a geographical analysis of the new Russia which has emerged from the ruins of the Soviet Union 
since 1991.

"The author has put together an excellent textbook on Russia's new geography. I can, without hesitation, recommend 
this book for students of the Russian realm." Olga Medvedkov, Wittenberg University, Ohio 'Now, we have a single 
author book which brings together the research of systematic specialists into a coherent whole which interprets the 
rapidly changing world of the Russian Federation for an undergraduate audience...and reminds Russian specialists that 
there is a geographical element to the "transition" and geographers that the post-communist world is a rich field for 
geographical wnquiry.' Dr. Judith Pallot, School of Geography, University of Oxford.From the Back CoverThis book 
presents an analysis of the changing economic, political and social geography of the new Russia which has emerged 
from the ruins of the Soviet Union. Although Russia can no longer claim to be a superpower on a scale with the United 
States, it is still the world's biggest state and continues to play a major influential role in the world. This book provides 
the first comprehensive geographical analysis of the new post-communist Russian state. The coverage includes: the 
origins and rise of the Russian state and the heritage of the Soviet period; environmental background and present-day 
ecological problems; Russia as a federal state and problems of ethnicity and national identity; the changing industrial 
face of Russia; problems of rural life; the post-Soviet city; Russia and its regions; relations with the "Near Abroad", 
Russia and the wider world.About the AuthorDenis Shaw is Reader in Russian Geography in the School of Geography 
and Associate Member of the Centre for Russian and East European Studies at the University of Birmingham. His 
previous books include Planning in the Soviet Union (with J. Pallot, 1981), Landscape and Settlement in Romanov 
Russia 1613-1917 (with J. Pallot, 1990), and The Post-Soviet Republics: A Systematic Geography (Editor, 1995). 


