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Robert W. Bowen : San Francisco's Presidio (CA) (Images of America)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised San Francisco's Presidio (CA) (Images of America): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Beautifully pictured and writtenBy robert j. newcomerMy 
grandfather was stationed there and I was in the late 60's. A remarkable place. Beautifully pictured and written.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Images series a winnerBy DiDi JohnsonI've been collecting this series for 
Sacramento and San Francisco for years. None of the books have ever disappointed me. Love them and highly 
recommend them.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. San Francisco-PresidioBy S. RasmussenThis is 
another nice picture book. No real history or much other information except what you get from the captions with the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0738529869


photos. Still interesting to read.

What was once home to the native tribe known as the Ohlone, and functioning as guardian of the San Francisco Bay 
under Spanish, Mexican, and American flags, the Presidio has served as outpost as well as cultural barometer of the 
vast changes this country and the state of California have seen. For almost a century and a half, the U.S. military 
transformed these grounds into a logistical centerpiece for every American conflict and created a pioneering airfield 
for early flight experiments. The Presidio served as the headquarters for the Western Defense Command during World 
War II and until its closure in 1994. The Golden Gate National Recreation Area then embraced a unique opportunity to 
develop the Presidio into a mixed-use area where it once again became an influential icon as development tackled 
various social, cultural, and environmental issues to point northern California into a new century while simultaneously 
tracing this countrys past.

About the AuthorAs a docent at the Presidio and the third generation of his family to be stationed there, author Robert 
W. Bowen has a unique grasp of the subtleties that have shaped its path. As past president of the San Francisco Bay 
Area Post Card Club and a member of the Fort Point and Presidio Historical Association, as well as the Golden Gate 
National Parks Conservancy, he brings to these pages a captivating assortment of historical images, and the stories that 
go with them, to capture the essence of what life was really like at the Presidio. 


